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Senator Lines asked: 
 
1.  How many staff members does the Department’s media team have? 

2.  How many media enquiries has the Department received in the past six months? 

3.  How many media enquiries has the Department directly responded to? How many have 
been referred to the Minister’s Office for a response? 

4.  How many media releases has the Department issued in FY 2014-2015? 

 
Answer: 
 
1. There is no dedicated media team in the Department of Social Services. Responsibility for 
media enquiries is distributed among the staff of the Department’s Communications and 
Media Branch. 

2. DSS received 390 media inquiries between 1 January 2015 and 22 June 2015. 

3. DSS responded to two media inquiries directly in that time period.  All other media 
enquiries were referred to the relevant Ministers’ Office or the Parliamentary Secretary’s 
Office. 

4. The Department issued 17 media releases between 1 July 2014 and 22 June 2015.  


